NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND (CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT)
Prior Law______________________________________________
In 2008, the 82nd General Assembly passed Senate Joint Resolution 2002 and in 2009 the 83rd General Assembly passed House Joint Resolution 1 proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the State of Iowa to dedicate 3/8 of 1% from the tax imposed on certain retail sales of tangible personal property and services for the benefit of the state's natural resources.  The resolution creates a natural resources and outdoor recreation trust fund.  Moneys in the fund cannot be used for any purpose other than protecting and enhancing water quality and natural areas in this state including parks, trails, fish and wildlife habitat, and conserving agricultural soils in this state.  No revenue is credited to the fund until the sales and use tax rate is increased.  Whenever the sales tax is increased, the amount generated by the increase is credited to the fund.  
New Provisions_________________________________________
The bill creates a new Code chapter referred to as the Natural Resources and Outdoor Recreation Act.  The bill provides that its purpose is to implement the constitutional purposes of protecting and enhancing water quality and natural areas in this state including parks, trails, fish and wildlife habitat, and conserving agricultural soils in this state.  The natural resources and outdoor recreation trust fund is administered by the Treasurer of state and provides for distributions to support various initiatives to be carried out by the Department of Natural Resources, the Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship, and the Department of Transportation.

Section Amended_______________________________________
The bill creates a new Code chapter 461.
Effective Date_________________________________________
The bill is to be implemented on January 1, 2011, if the joint resolution proposing the amendment to the Constitution of the State of Iowa is ratified.  If approved by a majority of Iowa voters, the constitution of the state is amended effective as of the date of the general election.

If not approved by a majority of Iowa voters, SF 2310 is void as is new Code chapter 461.
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