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Today’s Discussion 
 

Business Property Tax Credit 

DOVs  

Disabled Veteran Homestead Tax Credit 

2015 Equalization 

Pit-less scales 

Q & A 



BPTC 
 
 
  
 

                  
•    Ongoing Annual Process 
•    Qualifications 
•    Dual Class Units 
•    Unit ID Generator Manual 



                 



Credit Applications and Re-applications 



Credit Applications and Re-applications 



Credit Applications and Re-applications 



Business Property Tax Credit 

A person may claim and receive one 
credit for each property unit.  

 
What is a “Person”? Iowa Code 4.1 

• Individual 
•  Corporation, Limited liability company 
•  Government, Governmental subdivision or agency 
•  Business trust 
•  Estate, Trust 
•  Partnership or association 
•  Or any other legal entity 

 



Business Property Tax Credit 
What qualifies for a credit? 

• Classed C/I, Railroad 
• Excludes:   

•Section 42 housing 
•Mobile home parks 
•Manufactured home communities 
•Land-leased community 
• Assisted living facilities   
• Anything Defined in new 441.21, Subsection 13:  property 

primarily used or intended for human habitation containing 
three or more separate dwelling units. 

 



Business Property Tax Credit 
Property Units are  

as defined in IAC 701.80.30(1)5: 
• in the same county,  
• with the same classification, 
• owned by the same person, 
• are contiguous as defined in 426C.1, 
• are separate items on a tax list, and  
• are operated by that person  
• for a common use and purpose.  

 



Business Property Tax Credit 

Unit Received BPTC, Now Dual Class 
•  Only the commercial or industrial portion is eligible for 

the BPTC 

 
Unit File Management 

•Unit ID numbers 
• Changing the composition of a unit or units 
• Creating completely new unit 
• Removing units or parcels from units 

 
 

 
 
 



You can combine aggregation indicators and null values in one file 
to remove units and create new units.   
 
Example:  In the following examples, the original unit contained 
three parcels.  Upon review, it was determined that only two of the 
parcels in the unit were eligible for credits and that the third parcel 
was not eligible.  A single file submission uses the Aggregation 
Indicator to indicate that the first two parcels are a unit and that the 
third parcel record in the unit should be retired: 

 



Business Property Tax Credit 

Unit Generator User Manual 
•Unit File Management 

•Retire Units 
•Add or Delete Parcels to an Existing Unit 
•Create New Units 

• Upload Unit ID Generator File 
• File Status and Action Items 
• Export Unit ID File 

 
 

 
 
 





Disabled Veteran 
Homestead Tax 

Credit 
 

                  
  



DVTC – What’s New 

• Permanent disability status now required  

•100% Unemployable Now Qualifies 

• Section 5: Retroactive to May 26, 2014  

 for  applications received by July 1 2014  

  Annual Reapplication Not Required 

• New form online  

 

 



DVTC - 
 No Change  

1 a. A veteran of any of the military forces of the United 

States, who acquired the homestead under 38 U.S.C. 

§21.801, 21.802, prior to August 6, 1991, or under 38 U.S.C. 

§2101, 2102. 

  

 



DVTC - 
 1 b. A veteran as defined in section 35.1 with a 

permanent service-connected disability rating of one 

hundred percent, as certified by the United States 

department of veterans affairs , or a permanent and 

total disability rating based on individual 

unemployability that is compensated at the one 

hundred percent disability rate, as certified by the 

United States department of veterans affairs . 

 



DVTC - 
 1 c. A former member of the national guard of any state who 

otherwise meets the service requirements of section 35.1, 

subsection 2 , paragraph “b” , subparagraph (2) or (7), with a 

permanent service-connected disability rating of one hundred 

percent, as certified by the United States department of 

veterans affairs , or a permanent and total disability rating 

based on individual unemployability that is compensated at 

the one hundred percent disability rate, as certified by the 

United States department of veterans affairs . 

 



DVTC - 
 1 d. An individual who is a surviving spouse or a child and who is 

receiving dependency and indemnity compensation pursuant to 

38 U.S.C. §1301 et seq. , as certified by the United States 

department of veterans affairs. 



DVTC - 
 No Change  

2 a. For an owner described in subsection 1, paragraph “a”, “b”, 

or “c”, the credit allowed shall be continued to the estate of an 

owner who is deceased or the surviving spouse and any 

child, as defined in section 234.1, who are the beneficiaries of a 

deceased owner, so long as the surviving spouse remains 

unmarried. 



DVTC - 
 2 b. An individual described in subsection 1 , paragraph “d” , is 

no longer eligible for the credit upon termination of dependency 

and indemnity compensation under 38 U.S.C. §1301 et seq. 

 

Language about remarriage was removed 



DVTC: New Subsection 5 
 

What does this mean? 



DOV Processing  
 

                  
 



DOV Check List 
•   Black or Blue Ink 

 

•   Be Sure Date of Instrument Included and Correct 
 

•   Do Separate Values = Total Values? 
 

•   Mark a Classification, Even if Exempt 
 

•   Mark Deed or Contract if not noted by Recorder 
 

•   For Residential Sales check dwelling value 
 

•   Occupancy Codes are numeric 
 

•   Statutory Requirement 
    

 
 
 
 



DOV Check List 
•  Code each DOV 

 

•  NUTC must match IDR list on website 
 Only Enter One  

 

•  NUTC 16 – List type of improvement and when 
 No info = normal sale  

 

•  NUTC 35 – Add how long building has been vacant 
 No info = normal sale 

 

•  CODE 50 –  For Special Circumstances – Explain 
 Don’t use for Ag or Contract Sales 
 Don’t use for obvious abnormal sales 

 
 
 
 



2015 Equalization  
 

                  
 



2015 Equalization 

• Multiresidential – no equalization orders for 2015 

• Arm’s Length Sales and Appraisals Included 

• Former Commercial class now 100% Multiresidential  

excluded from sales ratio study for commercial 

• 2014 Commercial now Dual Class will be included in 

commercial study 



2015 Equalization 
 

•Three Separate Commercial Sales Ratios  
1. 100% commercial properties  
2. Dual classed properties  
3. 100% commercial and dual classed properties together  
 

•  Equalization will consider all 3 ratios 

•  Consider 2013 sales if necessary 

• Sales Lists 
 

 



Robert Gloudemans Report 

• Multiresidential Property Rules Development 

• 2017 and Future Equalization Procedures 



Pit-less Scales 

Wendling Quarries: 
Appeals Court determined the pit-less scale to be 

machinery and equipment 

Taxable portion 

 Foundation 

Washout slabs 

Ramps  



Pit-less Scales 
Cowles and reiterated in Rose Acre Farms is this: 

• “First, section 427A.1(3) does not require the owner to take the property and erect at the owners 
new location. Rather, it only requires the property to be ordinarily removed when the owner moves 
to another location.” 

  

• “Second, owners of property like that in Cowles almost always removed the property when they 
moved to another location. And it was not a common practice to abandon the tower and scrap it.” 

  

• Third, is it economically advantageous to move this type of property rather than to buy new 
equipment for the new location? 

  

• Fourth, are there risk of injury considerations that would make it advantageous for an owner to 
remove the property when changing locations. 

 

• Fifth, is there a market for the used equipment? 

  

• Finally, is there any evidence that such equipment has ever been removed?  Note, however, that 
testimony stating that a communication tower could be dismantled and the installation process 
reversed; as well as testimony establishing that the towers are built to be movable sufficed. 



Q & A  
 

                  
 



Questions? 

PropertyTax@iowa.gov 
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